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0 Plužine Piva Monastery

The fresco decoration of narthex was 
made by the Priest Strahinja of Budimlje 
and the master kir Kozma. The church 
interior is adorned with wood-carved 
and gold-plated altarpiece, made by 
Longin and kir Kozma, completed 

in 1638. This is one of the most 
representative altarpieces from late 
16th and early 17th century in the whole 
post-Byzantine world.

The monastery lodgings house one of 
the richest treasuries in Montenegro. 
It contains valuable collections of 
old manuscripts and printed books, 
icons, items of artistic crafts, church 
ritual items in silver and other metal, 
wooden crosses meticulously carved 
and covered with metal, church 
embroidery, numerous votive gifts and 
items belonging to a renowned hero 
from Piva, Bajo Pivljanin. Inlaid wood 
doorway and the prior’s table from 1601 
show a high level of artistry.

Previous page - right:
Chalice, 1590.

Previous page - left:
Hand silver plated cross without 
a handle, 16th century

Bishop hat of Arsenije Gagović

Sakos, Venice, late 18th century

Next page:
A detail of Piva Gospel, 1613
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4 Pljevlja Homeland Museum

The Homeland Museum in Pljevlja was 
opened in 1953. The museum premises 
consist of several rooms of the Centre 
for Culture in Pljevlja. The richness and 
diversity of holdings imposes the need 
for finding the proper premises to meet 
the basic requirements of modern 
museums.

The Homeland Museum holds, collects, 
processes and presents museum items 
from the area of Pljevlja. The holdings 
have been classified into several 
collections: archaeological, ethnographic, 
historic, numismatic and artistic. 

Valuable items from the archaeological 
collection illustrate the significance 
of archaeological sites in the area. 
The items found at the site of Medena 
stijena (rocks in the Ćehotina River 
Canyon) are of particular importance. 
The items found in this site belong 
to the cultures of early Palaeolithic, 
Mesolithic, Copper and Bronze Age. 
The stone tools from the oldest layers 

Trg 13. jul bb
84 210 Pljevlja
Tel.  089 32 20 02

No permanent exposition, 
open for thematic exhibitions 
Open for visitors: 11h - 14h and 18h - 20h

No admission fee charged

Previous page:
Golden earrings of intertwined wire, 
Komini, necropolis I, 1st-2nd century
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Duke Momčilo’s sword, Middle Ages

Diatreta, a vase, 2/3 from the bottom 
encircled in blue glass mesh. 

Under the top there is an inscription: vivas 
panelleni bona (m) H–15, h–13, 

necropolis II Komini (4th century)
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of Medena stijena show certain 
similarities with the excavations at 
Franchti Cave in Argolid Gulf in Greece. 
The items from Medena stijena and 
several more natural shelters in the 
Canyon of Ćehotina River prove that 
this area of Montenegro was intensively 
inhabited during late Pleistocene. 
There are also remnants of an ancient 

down right: Bronze cross-like fibula, 
silver heart-shaped pendant, silver fibula 

(1st-2nd century), silver ring with a red stone 
(2nd-4th century), Komini

Silver necklace, Komini, 
necropolis II, 1st-2nd century

right: Tipar, late 19th century

Pljevlja Homeland Museum
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town known among scientists as the 
Municipium S… Based on the displayed 
epigraphic monuments, it may be 
presumed that this town existed in 150 
BC. The monuments from this site are 
particularly interesting and significant 
for comprehending the development 
of the Roman art, here intermingled 
with the local, Illyrian- Celtic tradition.

The Ethnographic Department holds 
over 1,000 items representative of the 
material and spiritual culture of the 
local population. Valuable old costumes, 
embroidery, jewellery, weapons and 
items with pronounced artistic features, 
reflect well-developed craftsmanship. 

The Historic Department houses 
the items related to the Balkan Wars 
and World War One and Two.

Golden earrings of intertwined wire, 
golden pendant adorned with granule 
(1st-2nd century), a pair of golden earrings 
with a thin link (2nd-4th century), KominiBelt, 19th-20th century
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0 Pljevlja The Holy Trinity Monastery

The Pljevlja Holy Trinity Monastery is 
located in the vicinity of the town centre, 
above the source of Breznica River. 

It was mentioned for the first time in 
1537, when patrons built the oldest part 
of the temple, the nave and the altar 
space, and in 1592 the narthex with a 
dome was added. The monastery church 
got its conical shape in 1875/76. 

Riznica Manastira sv. Trojice
84 210 Pljevlja
Tel.  089 32 50 25

Visits are arranged as needed, 
with prior telephone announcement  

Admission fee: €0.50

Previous page: 
Papal staff of St. Sava (detail), 1608

Panhagios

Church door, intarsia, 1600
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The Holy Trinity Church and its narthex 
were fresco-painted by Priest Strahinja 
from Budimlje between 1592 and 1595. 
The first zone depicts saints, the patrons 
and Nemanjić Dynasty, while the upper 
part depicts the images of Large Church 

Holidays and the Christ’s Suffering. The 
altarpiece was made in 1806/7 by the 
Priest Simeon Lazović Bjelopoljac.

The church’s treasury holds a valuable 
collection of icons, among which those 
made by the domestic icon painter 
Andrija Raičević, then the items of artistic 
crafts: chandeliers, chalices, censers, 
miniature carved crosses... 

Interior

Icon Christ’s Assumption, 
A. Raičević, 1645-1646
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The church also holds one of the 
most beautiful examples of medieval 
embroidery – Teotim’s stole from 15th 
century.    

Bracelets (detail), greek embroidery, 16th c.

Reliquary of Prior Stefan, 1576
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The monastery library holds several 
copies of valuable illuminated 
manuscripts, some of which were made 
in the Monastery scriptorium, as well as 
rare copies of printed books, including 
a fragment of Trebnik (Ritual book) 
from the Crnojević printing house.

Bishop’s hat of Patriarch Varnav Rosić, 
embroidery, 19th-20th century

A chalice from Augsburg, 17h century



Hussein-pasha’s Mosque >>>>>>>
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6 Pljevlja Hussein-pasha’s Mosque

Hussein-pasha’s Mosque is located 
in the centre of Pljevlja. It was built 
between 1585 and 1594 thanks 
to Hussein-Pasha Boljanić, Turkish 
dignitary who performed a number 
of significant functions at the 
Emperor’s Court in Constantinople. 

The Mosque is surrounded by 
tombstones; it is a building 
rectangular in shape with a low 
dome placed on a rectangular 
base. In front of the main façade, 
placed on four solid columns there 
is an open porch covered with 
three domes. The span between 
the columns is connected with 
oriental pointed arcs. The mosque 
is rich in ornaments in the form of 
stalactites and customary Turkish 
perforations. There are also a richly 
decorated mihrab (a prayer’s niche), 
a mimber (a pulpit) and a makfil 
(a gallery). Internal walls are painted 
with floral ornaments and quotes 
from the Kuran.

Vuka Kneževića br. 4
84 210 Pljevlja
Tel.  089 32 35 09, 069 08 64 49

Visits are arranged as needed, 
with prior telephone announcement 

Admission fee: €0.50

Previous page: The dome of Hussein- Paha’s 
Mosque, painted following the example 
of Persian-Arabic fresco-painting
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Stalactites of the minaret gallery

Front door
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It is made of finely dressed stone. 
Along the south side there is a thin and 
tall minaret, and in front of the entrance 
to the mosque there is a fountain.

The Hussein-pasha’s Mosque holds 
several old manuscript and printed 
books in Arabic and Turkish. 
The manuscript book – Kuran, 
made most probably in 18th century, 
written in Arabic letters and adorned 
with gold-plated miniatures 
is particularly valuable.

Previous page - left: Decoration in the 
corner of the wooden gallery (mahvil)

Previous page - right: The interior 
of the mosque – a view of the mimber

Niche (mihrab)

A page from the Hussein- Paha’s Ku’ran, 1571

The dome of Hussein- Paha’s Mosque



Centre for Cultural Activities 
“Vojislav Bulatović Strunjo” >>>>>
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Radnička bb
84 000 Bijelo Polje
Tel.  084 43 17 22

Open for visitors:  8h - 16h; 
not open on Saturdays and Sundays

Admission fee: €1, for children €0.5

The Homeland Museum in Bijelo Polje 
was founded in 1957. The museum 
building is a monument of culture in 
itself, built from 1889 to 1905 for the 
needs of a ruždija (secular secondary 
school). After the liberation of Bijelo 
Polje from the Turkish domination in 
1912, this building housed the State 
Real-Gymnasium. After World War 
Two it was put to various purposes 
until eventually being given to the 
Homeland Museum in 1957.

The Museum was designed as a mixed-
type institution aimed to collect and 
present movable monuments from the 
territory of the Bijelo Polje municipality. 
The holdings are categorised into 
collections: the archaeological, 
ethnographic, historic, artistic, 
numismatic and the collection referring 
to the People’s Liberation Struggle.

As for exhibitions, there is a permanent 
display providing an insight into the 
political, military, economic and cultural 
history of the Bijelo Polje area, divided 
in several thematic units. 
         

The archaeological 
collection contains 
the exhibits from the 
Neolithic, then the 
Ancient Era 
and Middle Ages. 
It includes the finds 
from the Neolithic 
site of Bijedići, a pre-
Romanesque pillar 
from Majstorovina, 
an axe of the 
Montenegrin-Albanian 
type, a Roman plough 
and mediaeval 
weapons, as well as 
mining tools from the 
Brskovo mine.

Early Byzantine 
column, 9th-11th 
century, Majstorovina 
find, Holy Trinity 
Monastery, Bijelo Polje

right: 
A book in Old Slavic and 

a key, St. Peter and Paul’s 
Church, Bijelo Polje, 

Middle Ages
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The ethnographic collection abounds 
in various belts, buckles, national 
costumes, numerous personal items 
and ornaments. The interior of the 
urban house in Bijelo Polje has been 
reconstructed in one part of the 
Museum. 

The historic collection has at display: 
personal weapons, flags, written 
documents from the period of liberation 
from the Turkish domination, Balkan 
Wars and World War One and Two. 
The numismatic collection holds 
coins in circulation in these areas. The 
greatest value is attached to a medieval 
coin minted in Brskovo.

The Museum display holds some 
selected works of painters from Bijelo 
Polje, as well as the copies of works of 
famous Lazović family of painters.

Mining lamp, Brskovo Mine, 
Mojkovac, Middle ages

The interior of a town house, 
Bijelo Polje, mid-19th century
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Shepherd’s bag, mid 20th centurySome of the house furnishings in a rural 
house in Bijelo Polje, mid 20th century

Oxen carriage with accompanying tools; 
used even nowadays in the rural areas 
of Bijelo Polje



Museum of Polimlje >>>>>>>>>>
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Miloša Mališića 3
84 300 Berane
Tel.  087 23 42 76 

Open for visitors every day from 9h to 16h; 
in wintertime closed on Sundays; 
in summertime closed on Mondays  

Admission fee: €1, for children €0.20, 
free admission for organised school trips 

The Museum of Polimlje in Berane 
was established in 1953, as a regional 
museum of complex type for the 
territory of Gornje Polimlje: Berane, Plav, 
Andrijevica, Rožaje and Bijelo Polje. 

The building housing today’s Museum 
was built in early 20th century for 
the needs of Teetotal Youth and 
Falconers’ Society. 

The Museum holds the following 
collections: archaeological, 
ethnographic, artistic, numismatic, 
heraldic, nature and the collection of 
photographs. According to the current 
records, these collections hold more 
than 4,500 items. The Museum of 
Polimlje holds an expert library of some 
3,000 books.

Previous page: 
Votive glass and gospel, 14th century

Prosopomorphous cover (with an image 
of a face or a head), Beran krš, neolith

Fragments of anthropomorphous figurines, 
Beran krš, neolith (6,000-4,500 BC)
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The archaeological collection 
holds weapons, tools, ceramics and 
ornaments from the Neolith, Illyrian 
and Roman times. The holdings include 
valuable material from the Neolith site 

of Beran-krš. The figurines and ceramics 
of various shape and decoration 
show that the culture from this site 
is similar to the Vinča culture. Some 
elements from the Coast may also 

be noted, a distinctive feature of the 
Neolith in Polimlje. The Early Christian 
plaques from the church in Budimlje 
are also interesting. The Illyrian Era is 
presented by various items of weapons 
and tools. The particular value of the 

Ceramic goblet and wide bronze bracelet, 
Lisijevo polje, Halštat

Bronze application in the form of a boat, 
Lisijevo Polje, Halštat

Ceramic vessels, Beran krš, neolith
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archaeological collection is presented 
by thirteen amber items depicting 
hunting scenes in Lisijevo polje. 

The Museum in Polimje holds a chain-
mail tunic found accidentally near 
Berane, at the place called Donja Ržanica. 
It weighs 18.5 kg, and it is presumed to 
date back to the Crusaders’ times.

The Museum displays several Roman 
tombstones with preserved inscriptions, 
remnants of medieval heating pipes, 
frescoes from the monasteries of Ćelije 
and Študikova.

The ethnographic collection also 
holds some valuable items: national 
costumes, ornaments, manufacturing 
tools and items related to daily life of 
the local population. The display holds 
the works of distinguished academic 
painters from Berane. 

The Museum of Polimlje holds an expert 
library with some 3,000 books.

Previous page - left: Chain-mail tunic with 
a hood, Donja Ržanica, 14th-15th century

Previous page - right: A plate with an 
image of St George Killing the Dragon, 16th 
century, made in Dubrovnik-fashion

Votive glass, with 3D image of a deer 
in its bottom, silver 16th century
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Trg IX crnogorske brigade bb
84 310 Rožaje
Tel.  067 50 39 15 

Open for announced visits

No admission fee charged

The Homeland Museum in Rožaje was 
established in 1991. The construction 
of the new museum building started 
in 2001 as the replica of ones Ganić 
Tower from 1798, a monument of 
traditional architecture of the Rožaje 
area. The works in the interior have not 
been completed yet. The characteristic 
architecture of once Ganić Tower is the 
symbol of the town and features in the 
official coat-of-arms of the municipality 
of Rožaje.

Sehara (bride’s chest), 19th century

Room door , detail, 19th century

Previous page: 
Writing set (Inkstand with a pen, 
Geography in French and Osmanli)

Next page: Traditional metal crockery 
(ibrik (coffee pot), legen (wash basin), 

tuzluk (salt dish) and glass)
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The holdings of the Homeland Museum 
are classified in three thematic units: 
textile, household items and tableware. 
The items are well preserved, of 
exquisite and lavish making, both in 
technique and materials. They cover 
the period from the 18th to 20th century 
and are illustrative of the life of ordinary 
people, housing culture, clothing, arts 
and crafts of Rožaje area in the spirit 
of Islamic tradition. They also speak 
of influences of other cultures and 
civilisations reaching these areas. 

Previous page: Bohca (headscarf), 19th century Female vest (jelek), 19th century Cevre (handkerchief), 19th century
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0 Kolašin Centre for Culture Kolašin - Homeland Museum

The Homeland Museum as a part of 
the Centre for Culture Kolašin was 
established in 1982. It is located within 
the premises built in 1903, serving as a 
prison during the World War Two. 

Trg boraca 1
81 210 Kolašin
Tel.  081 86 43 44

Open for visitors: 
8h - 15h; closed on Sundays

Admission fee: €1, for children €0.5

Military card of Živko Rakočević fom 1911

Previous page: Stručica, crib cover, 
late 19th century

Troop flag of Sekula Đokov Janketić, 
Ensign of Lipovske troop of the Kolašin 
brigade, mid 19th century

Memorial of Mojkovac battle, 1915-1940
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At the ground floor there is a permanent 
museum display, and the first floor 
serves for occasional thematic 
exhibitions of various contents. 

The permanent display is divided into 
three segments: older history of Kolašin, 
the ethnographic collection and Kolašin 
during the WWII and the socialist 
revolution.

The Museum also holds a provisional 
library.

Within the municipality of Kolašin there 
is also the Memorial Home with some 
museum items linked to the ZAVNO 
(Country Anti-fascist Liberation Council) 
of Montenegro and Boka. 

Ethnographic collection on permanent display

Forged key, made by local blacksmiths, 
village of Kolašin, mid 16th century
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